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DAILY DEVOTIONS.

THE SIGN OF THE CROSS.

In nomine Patns, et
Filii, et Spiritus Sancti.
Amen.

In the name of the Fa-
ther, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghost. Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER.

Pater noster, qui es in
ceelis, sanctificetur nomen
tuum ; adveniat regnum
tuum ; flat voluntas tua,
sicut in ceelo et in terra.
Panem nostrum quotidi-
anum da nohis hodie. Et
dimitte nobis debita nos-
tra, sicut et nos dimitti-
mus debitoribus nostris.
Et ne nos inducas in ten-
tationem ; sed libera nos
a malo. Amen.

Our Father, who art in
heaven, hallowed be thy
name; thy kingdom come;
thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily
bread. And forgive us
our trespasses as we for-
give them tha trespass
against us. And lead us
not into temptation ; but
deliver us from evil.
Amen.

THE ANGELICAL SALUTATION.

Ave Maria, gratia ple-
na ; Dominus tecum;

Hail, Mary, full of grace,
the Lord is with thee;

benedicta tu in mulieri- blessed art thou among
bus, et benedictus fructus women, and blessed is the
ventris tui, Jesus. Sancta fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Maria, Mater Dei, ora pro Holy Mary, Mother of
nobis peccatoribus, nune God, pray for us sinners,
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et in hora mortis nostre.
Amen.

CarecHISM oF CAaTHOLIC DOCTRINE.

now, and at the hour of
our death. Amen.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED.

Credo in Deum, Pafrem
omnipotentem, Creatorem
coeli et terree. Et in Je-
sum Christum, Filium
ejus unicum, Dominum
nostrum ; qui conceptus
est de Spiritu Sancto, na-
tus ex Maria Virgine, pas-
sus sub Pontio Pilato,
crucifixus, mortuus, et se-
pultus ; descendit ad in-
feros ; tertia die resurréxit
a mortuis ; ascendit ad
ceelos, sedet ad dexteram
Dei Patris omnipotentis ;
inde venturus est judicare
vivos et mortuos. Credo
in Spiritum Sanctum,
ganctam Ecclesiam Ca-
tholicam, Sanctorum com-
munionem, remissionem
peccatorum, carnis resur-
rectionem, vitam eter-
nam. Amen.

GLORIA

Qloria Patri, et Filio, et
Spiritui Sanecto.  Sicut

I believe in God the
Father Almighty, Creator
of heaven and earth. And
in Jesus Christ, his only
Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy
Ghost, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pon-
tius Pilate, was crucidied,
dead, and buried ; he de-
scended into hell; the
third day he rose again
from the dead; he as-
cended into heaven, and
sitteth at the right hand
of God the Father Al-
mighty ; from thence he
shall come to judge the
living and the dead. T
believe in the Holy Ghost,
the holy Catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.
Amen.

PATRI.

Glory be to the Father,
and to the Son, and to the
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eratin principio, et nunc,
et semper, et in seecula see-
culorum. Amen.

Holy Ghost. As it wasin
the beginning, is now, and
ever shall be, world with-
out end. Amen.

THE CONFITEOR.

Confiteor Deo omnipo-
tenti, beatee Marie sem-
per virgini, beato Michaeli
archangelo, beato Joanni
Baptistee, sanctis apostolis
Petro et Paulo, et omnibus
sanctis, quia peccavi ni-
mis, cogitatione, verbo,
-et opere, mea culpa, mea
culpa, mea maxima culpa.
Ideo precor beatam Ma-
riam semper virginem, be-
atum Michaelem archan-
gelam, beatum Joannem
Baptistam, sanctos apos-
tolos Petrum et Paulum,
et omnes sanctos, orare
pro me ad Dominum De-
um nostrum.

Misereatur mei omnipo-
tens Deus, et dimissis pec-
catis meis, perducat me
ad vitam seternam. Amen.

Indulgentiam, absolu-
tionem, et remissionem

I confess to Almighty
God, to blessed Mary ever
virgin, to blessed Michael
the Archangel, to blessed
John the Baptist, to the
holy Apostles Peter and
Paul, and to all the saints,
that I have sinned exceed-
ingly in thounght, word,
and deed, through my
fault, through my fault,
through my most grievous
fault. Therefore I be-
seech the blessed Mary
ever virgin, the blessed
Michael the Archangel,
the blessed John the Bap-
tist, the holy Apostles
Peter and Paul, and all
the saints, to pray to the
Lord our God for me.

May the Almighty God
have mercy on me, forgive
me wy sius, and bring me
to everlasting life. Amen.

May the Almighty and
merciful Lord grant me
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peccatorum meorum, tri-
buat mihi omnipotens et
migericors Dominus.
Amen.

pardon, absolution, and
remission of my sins,
Amen.

SALVE REGINA.

Salve, Regina, Mater
misericordie ;

Vita, dulcedo, et spes
nostra, salve.

Ad te clamamus, exules
filii Hevee ;

Ad te suspiramus, ge-
mentes et flentes in hac la-
crymarum valle.

Eia ergo,
nostra,

Ilios tuos misericordes
oculos ad nos converte ;

Et Jesum, benedictum
fructum ventris tui,

Nobis post hoc exilium
ostende.

O clemens, O pia, O
duleis Virgo Maria.

V. Ora pro nobis, sanc-
ta Dei Genitrix.

R. Ut digni efficiamur
promissionibus Clristi.

Advocata

Hail, Queen, Mother of
mercy ;

Our life, our sweetness,
and our hope, hail.

To thee "we cry, poor
exiled sons of Eve;

To thee we sigh, weep-
ing and mourning in this
vale of tears. >

O therefore, our Ad-
vocate,

Turn wupon us those
merciful eyes of thine ;

And show us, after this
our exile,

The blessed fruit of thy
womb, Jesus.

O merciful, O kind, O
sweet Virgin Mary !

V. Pray for us, O holy
Mother of God.

R. That we may be
made worthy of the pro-
mises of Christ.

MEMORARE.

Memorare, O piissima
Virgo Maria, non esse au-

Remember, O most gra-
cious Virgin Mary, that
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ditum a seculo, quem-
gquam ad tua currentem
presidia, tua imploran-
tem auxilia, tua petentem
suffragia, esse derelictum.
Ego, tali animatus confi-
dentia, ad te, Virgo vir-
ginum, Mater, curro; ad
te venio ; coram te gemens
peccator assisto.  Noli,
Mater Verbi, verba mea
despicere, sed audi pro-
pitia et exaudi. Amen.

never was it known that
any one who fled to thy
protection, implored thy
help, and sought thy in-
tercession was left un-
aided. Inspired with this
confidence, I fly unto thee,
O Virgin of virgins, my
Mother. To thee I come;
before thee I stand, sinful
and sorrowful. O Mother
of the Word Incarnate !
despise not my petitions,
but in thy mercy hear and
answer me. Amen.

THE ANGELUS.

In Paschal time, instead of the Angelus, the Regina Cali
18 said standing.

I. V. Angelus Domini nun-
tiavit Marize.

E. Et concepit de Spiritu
Sancto.

Ave Maria, ete.

L. V. Ecce ancilla Domi-
ni.
EB. Fiat mihi secundum
verbum tuum.

Ave Maria, etc.

III. V. Et Verbum caro
factum est.

E. Et habitavit in nobis.

Ave Maria, etc.

V. Ora pro nobis, Sancta
Dei Genitrix.

R. Ut digni efliciamur
promissionibus Christi.

I. The angel of the Lord
announced unto Mary.

R. And she conceived ot
the Holy Ghost.

Hail Mary, ete.

e BehoI’d the
of the Lord.

R. Be it done unto me
according to thy word.

Hail Mary, ete.

III. And the Word was
made flesh.

L. And dwelt among us.

Hail Mary, ete.

V. Pray for us, O Holy
Mother of God !

R. That we may be made
worthy of the promises of
Christ.

handmaid
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Oremus.

Gratiam tuam, queesu-
mus, Domine, mentibus
nostris infunde; ut qui,
angslo nuntiante, Christi
filii tui incarnationem
cognovimus, per passio-
nem ejus et crucem ad
resurrectionis gloriam per-
ducamur; per eundem
Christum Dominum nos-
trum. Amen.

CATECHISM OF UATHOLIC IDOCTRINE,

Let us pray.

Pour forth, we beseeck
thee, O Lord, thy grace
into our hearts, that we;,
to whom the incarnation
of Christ thy Son was
made known by the mes-
sage of an angel, may by
his passion and cross be
brought to the glory of
his resurrection ; through
the same Christ our Lord.
Amen.

MORNING PRAYERS.

As soon as you awake make the sign + of the cross and

say:

LORY be to the Father, who has created me.
Glory be to the Son, who has redeemed me.

Glory be to the Holy Ghost, who has sanctified me.
Blessed be the holy and undivided Trinity now and

*ar ever. Amen,

On rising from your bed say :
IN the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, I arise.
May he bless, preserve, and govern me, and
bring me to everlasting life. ‘Amen.
When dressed, kneel and say :
IN the name of the »k Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghost. Amen.
AN ACT OF ADORATION.
O GREAT God, the Sovereign Lord of heaven and
earth, I prostrate myself before thee. With
all the angels and saints I adore thee. I acknow-
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ledge thee to be my Creator and Lord, my first be-
ginning and last end. I give thee homage for my
being and life. I submit to thy holy will; and I
devote myself to thy divine serviee this day and for

ever.
AN ACT OF FAITH.

MY God! I firmly believe all the sacred truths

which thy holy Catholic Church believes and

teaches ; because thou hast revealed them, who canst
neither deceive nor be deceived.

AN ACT OF HOPE,

O MY God! relying on thy infinite goodness
and promises, I hope to obtain the pardon of
my sins, the assistance of thy grace, and life ever-
lasting, through the merits of Jesus Christ, our Lord
and Saviour,
AN ACT OF LOVE,

O MY God! I love thee above all things, with

my whole heart and soul, purely because thou
art infinitely perfect and deserving of all love. I
love also my neighbor as myself for the love of thee.,
I forgive all who have injured me, and I ask pardon
of all whom I have injured.

AN ACT OF THANKSGIVING.

O GLORIOUS Trinity! I praise thee and give
thee thanks for the numberless benefits thon
hast bestowed upon me. I thank thee, O heavenly
Father ! for having created me to thy own image and
likeness, and for having preserved me to this day.
I thank thee, O merciful Son ! for having redeemed
me by thy death, and so often fed me with thy
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precious body and blood. I thank thee, O Holy
Spirit | for having cleansed my roul by thy grace in
baptism, for having called me into thy Chuarch, and
so often washed me from my sins in the sacrament
of penance. I thank thee, O most bountiful God ]
for preserving me during the past night, and grant-
ing me this day to serve thee. What return, O my
God, can I make to thee for all thou hast done for
me? I will bless thy holy name, and serve thee all
the days of my life. DBless the Lord, O my soul!
let all that is within me praise his holy name.

Here call to mind the sins you are most given to, and resolve
to avoid them and all other sins during the day.

AN ACT OF CONTRITION,

Y conscience, O Lord ! still reproaches me for
my weakness and unfaithfulness. I am hear-
tily sorry for having offended thy infinite goodness.
[ firmly resolve to avoid sin for the future, and, with
the help of thy grace, to die rather than offend thee
again.
Make a firm resolution to avoid evil and to do good.

ADORABLE Jesus ! Divine model of that per-

fection for which we should all strive ! this
day I shall try to imitate thee ; to be mild, chaste,
zealous, patient, charitable, and resigned. Incline
my heart to keep thy commandments. I am resolv-
ed to watch over myself with the greatest care, and to
live soberly, justly, and piously for the time to come.
I will be careful of my ways, that I may not offend
with my tongune. Iwill turn away my eyes, that they
may not see vanity ; and I will be particularly watch-
ful not to fall back this day into any of my usual
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errors, but will struggle against them with thy gra-
cious assistance.  Enlighten my mind, purify my
heart, and guide my steps, that I may pass all my
life in thy service. Amen.

Here say the Lord’s Prayer, Hail Mary, the Apostles’ Creed,
the Confiteor, and the Memorare, pp. -8,

GRACE BEFORE MEAT.

V. Benedic, Domine, V. Bless us, O Lord,
nos et haec tua dona, qua and these thy gifts which
de tua largitate sumus of thy bounty we are
sumpturi; per Christum about to receive; through
Dominum nostrum. R. Christ our Lord. R.
Amen. Amen.

GRACE AFTER MEAT.

V. Agimus tibi gratias, V. We give thee thanks,
omnipotens Deus, pro Almighty God, for all thy
universis beneficiis tuis ; benefits ; who livest and
qui vivis et regnas in see- reignest, world without
cula seculorum. 2. end. R. Amen.

Amen.
NIGHT PRAYERS.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost. Amen.

Blessed be the holy and undivided Trinity, now and
for ever. Amen.

Come, O Holy Ghost ! fill +he hearts of thy faith-
ful, and kindle in them the fire of thy love.

Place yourself in the presence of God.
GREAT God, Lord of heaven and earth ! I pros-

trate myself before thee. With all the angels
and saints I adore thee. I acknowledge thee o
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be my Creator and sovereign Lord, my first begin-
ning and last end. I make thee homage for my being
and life. I submit myself to thy holy will ; and I
devote myself to thy service, now and for ever
Amen.

AN ACT OF FAITH,

Here repeat Faith, Hope, and Love, as on page 11.
Give thanks,

HOW shall I be able to thank thee, O Lord ! for

all thy favors. Thou hast thought of me
from all eternity ; thou hast brought me forth from
nothing ; thou hast given thy life to redeem me, and
thou continuest daily to load me with thy favors.
Alas ! my God, what return can I make thee for all
thy benefits, and, in particular, for the favors of this
day ? Join with me, ye blessed spirits and all ye
elect, in praising the God of mercies, who is so good
to so unworthy a creature.

Ask for light to discover your sins.

HOLY GHOST! Eternal source of light!
remove my darkness, and drive away those
ghades that keep me from seeing the enormity of my
offences. Show me, I beseech thee, the sins I have
committed this day in thought, word, and action.
Grant that I may detest them all from the bottom of
my heart, and that I may fear nothing so much as
ever to commit them again,

Examine your conscience. Consider where you have been
this day, and in what company. Call to mind the duties of
your state, and your different offences.

Agmnst God.—By omission or negligence in our
veligious duties ; irreverence in the church or wilful
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distractions in prayer ; resistance to the divine grace ;
oaths ; murmurings ; want of confidence and resig-
nation.

Against our neighbor.—By rash judgments ; hae
tred ; jealousy ; contempt ; desire of revenge ; quar-
relling ; passion; imprecations; injuries; detrac-
tion ; raillery ; false reports; damaging either in
goods or reputation ; bad example ; scandal ; want
of obedience, respect, charity, or fidelity.

Against ourselves.—By vanity ; human respect 3
lies; thoughts, desires, d_scourses, or actions contra-
ry to purity ; intemperance ; rage or impatience ; an
useless and sensual life ; sloth in not complying with
the duties of our state.

Say the Confiteor, as on p, %.

AN ACT OF CONTRIT/ON.

BEHOLD me, O Lord ! overwhelmed with confune
sion ; look upon me, a miserable sinner, ac-
cording to the multitude of thy mercies. I acknow«
ledge and confess, and am heartily sorry for, all the
gins of my past life, and of this day in paiticular.
I cast myself at thy feet, and beseech thee to cover all’
my sins with that infinite love with which thou hast
loved us from all eternity. I grieve from the bot-
tom of my heart that I have been so ungrateful to
thee for thy benefits, and have so often offended thee,
my God and my chief good. Spare me, I bescech
thee, by the death and love of Jesus Christ thy Son ;
and mercifully forgive whatsoever sins I have this
day, or heretofore, committed against thee, my neigh-
bor, or myself.
Make a firm purpose of amendment.
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O ETERNAL God ! against whom I have sinned,

I wish from my heart I had never offended
thee; but as I have been so unhappy, oh! grant
me now the grace never more to offend thee. Thou
willest not the death of a sinner, but rather that he
be converted and live. Convert me, then, and I shall
be converted. Have mercy on me according to thy
great mercy, and according to the multitude of thy
mercies blot out my iniquities. I renounce all sin,
and firmly purpose to shun all the occasions of it,
and Yo walk henceforth in the path of thy command-
ments. This is my fixed resolution, which I hope I
shall faithfully keep, relying upon thy help ; through
Jests Christ our Lord. Amen.

On going to bed say:

»}« In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ crucifiey,
I'la” me down to rest; may he bless, govern, and
preserve me, and bring me to everlasting life.

Amaq,



A SHORT HISTORY OF RELIGIOX.

BEFORE CHRIST.
FROM ADAM TO MOSES.

1. In the beginning God created heaven and earth.
He said, “ Let them be made,” and they were made.
He made the whole world—the sun, moon, and stars,
the plants and animals, and, last of all, He made
man after His own image and likeness. The firsi
man was called Adam, and the first woman Eve.
They were good and happy, and dwelt in a plea-
gsant laud called the Garden of Eden, or Paradise;
and they and their descendants were never to die
(4004 B.C.)

2. God forbade Adam and Eve to eat of the Tree
of Knowledge which stood ir the middle of Eden.
But the serpent tempted them, saying : ¢ If you eat
thereof, you shall be as Gods,” and they believed the
serpent and disobeyed God. For this sin of dis-
obedience they were immediately punished, and the
punishment fell also upon all their descendants.
Adam and Eve were driven out of Paradise; they
were doomed to suffering and death, and to be shut
out from the presence of God for ever. Yet God
took pity on them and promised them a Saviour,
who should reconcile them again to him, and, if they

1. When did God create man? How did He create heaven ané
earth? How did He distinguish man from the other creatures?
What were the names of the first man and woman? Where did
they live ¢ Were they and their children ever to die %

2 What commandmert did God give to Adam and Eve? What did
the serpent tell them? What did Adam and Evedo? Were they pun
ished for it? Were they alone punmished? What punishment came

1%
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did penance, would make them partakers of eternal
Lappiness in heaven (Gen. iii. 15).

3. Our frst parents’ sons, Cain and Abel, offered
aacrifice to God, and God was pleased with the virtu-
ous Abel’s sacrifice, but not with the wicked Cain’s.
Cain, being jealous and very angry at this, killed hi¢
brother (3376 B.c.) For this horrible crime God
sursed Cain, who then became a wanderer on the
garth.

4. Many of Cain’s descendants also were wicked,
and in time so seduced -the good that men turned
away from God and sank deep in sin and vice.
For this God destroyed the race of Adam by a
deluge. The rain fell for forty days and forty
nights, and the waters rose above the highest moun-
tains. Bvery living creature perished in the flood,
except Noe and his family and the animals he had
taken into the ark which God had commanded him
to build {2348 B.c.) When the flood was over Noe
offered a sacrifice of thanksgiving to the Lord for his
sscape, and the Lord promised Noe that ¢‘there
should no more be waters of a flood, to destroy afl
flesh ” (Gen. ix. 15)

5. Noe’s descenaancs became so numerous that
they began to spread into muny lands. But befors
geparating they undertook to build a tower that
should reach up to heaven. God, however, confused
their language, and, as they could no longer under-
gtand one another, they were compelled to stop the
t; on zthem‘l Did God then abandon them? What did He promise
3 Who ‘were Cain and Abel} How did they worship God? Was

{dod pleased with their sacrifices? What did Cain do, and what be-
camc o5f him ?

4. Were the descendants of Cain good or wiecked? What evil did
they do? What did God then resolve to do? How long did it rain §
To what height did the flood rise? Did all living ereatures perish?
What did Noe do when he ecame out of the ark# What new kindness
did God shew to Noe and his sons ¢

5, Did the deseendants of Noe multiply muck § What did they at-

tempt to do ? How was their undertaking frustrated ? What was the
tower called 2 Did the descendants of Noe remain faithful to God »

~
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work, and tbe tower was called the Zower of Babel,
or Confusior. Very many of Noe’s descendants, in-
stead of adoring the true God, worshipped the sun
and the stars, men and animals, and even idols or
1mages.

6. But Abraham kept the true faith and a hope in
the Redeemer to come. God made a covenant with
him and promised him that the Messias should be
born of his posterity (1921 B.c.) God distingnished
Abraham and his descendants—who were -called
Hebrews, and afterwards Israelites, or Jews—from
other nations, and He often revealed Himself to
them.

.7. To try Abraham’s faith God commanded him
to offer up his only son, Isaac, in sacrifice on Mount
Moriah. Abraham loaded his son with the wood for
the sacrifice, and the two ascended the mountain.
But when Isaac had willingly laid himself upon the
wood to be offered up, God, through an angel;
saved him and blessed Abraham for his obedience
(1896 B.C.)

8. Isaac had a son, the patriarch Jacob, who dwelt
with his family in the land of Chanaan. Jacob,
who was also called Israel, had twelve sons, and these
became the fathers of the twelve tribes of Israel.
Q¢ of these sons, who was called Joseph, was sold
by nis brothers (1723 B.c.) to some Ismaelite mer-
chants, by whom he was carried into Egypt, where he
was falsely accused and thrown into prison. TUpon
regaining his liberty the king made him chief rulex
over all Egypt ; and as he, by his wisdom, saved the
eountry from a dreadful famine, he was called ‘¢ the

6. Were the true religion and the hope in the Redeemer entirely tc
vanish ¢ How did God prevent it ? Elow were the descendants of
Abraham called 3 What favor did God bestow on-them ? ;

7. How did God try the faith of Abraham ¢ How did he fulfil the
command of God? What did Isaac do ? Did God suffer him to be
killed ¢ How did God reward Abraham %

8. Who was Jacob, and where did he live ¢ How many sons had he,
and what did they become afterwards ¢ What happened to him §
Did Jacob remain in Chanaan # Whatdid he prophesy%efore hisdeath ¢
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Saviour of the world” (Gen. xli. 45). At his in-
vitation his father, Jacob, and all his family went
into Egypt and settled there. Before his death
Jacob (1689 B.c.) prophesicd, ““¢ke sceptre (supreme
power) shall not be taken away from (the tribe of)
Juda (one of Jacob’s sons) #ll He come that is to be
sent; and e shall be the expectaiion of nations’
(Gen. xlix. 10).

FROM MOSES TO CHRIST.

9. After Josepl’s death the Israelites grew se
strong and numerous that the Egyptians, becoming
afraid of them, oppressed them and condemned them
to very severe labor. DBut one day the Lord spoke te¢
Moses from the flame of a burning bush, and direct-
ed him to lead the Israelites back again to Chanaan.
The King, or Pharao, of Egypt refusing to let them
go, Almighty God sent dreadful plagues upon the
land, and at last an angel of the Lord in one night
slew all the first-born of the Egyptians. But the
angel spared the Israclites, who had sprinkled the
doors of their houses with the blood of the paschal
lamb which they had eaten that night according to
God’s command.

10. Pharao then permitted the Israclites to depart ;
but he soon regretted it and set out in pursuit of
them to the Red Sea. Here Moses, by God’s com-
mand, stretched forth his rod and the waters opened
oefore the Israelites, who passed over on dry ground.
Pharao and his army rushed in after them ; but
Moses again stretching forth his rod, the waters re-
turned to their place and the Egyptians were buried
in the deep (1491 B.C.)

9. What happened to the children of Israclin Egypt ¢ Whom did God
appoint to deliver them ? ITow did He a%pear to Moses 3 Did Moses
meet with any opposition # What did God do to the Egyptians ¢ Did
the angel hurt also the Israelites 3 Why did he not hurt them ¢

10, Did Pharao continue kee ing the Israelites in bondage 2 What
ﬁid h% do soon after # What di({) the Israelites do ¥ How were they de-

ivered ?
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11. After travelling fifty days through the wilder-
ness the Israelites came to Mount Sinai, where God,
amid thunder and lightning, gave them the Ten
Commandments, written on two tablets of stone. Ha
renewed the covenant e had made with their fathers,
and gave them useful and wholesome laws. DBut
they soon forgot the Commandments and the bless-
ings of God, and they eontinually murmured. They
even made themselves a golden calf and adored it as
% god.

%2. In’ punishment of these and other sins the
Israclites were condemned to remain forty years in
the desert until another and better generation should
grow up. Yet God was always good to them, feed-
ing them with bread from heaven, called manna, and
giving them water from a rock. At length, after
Moses’ death, they came to Chanaan, or Palestine,
the promised land, which they conquered and divided
among the twelve tribes (1351 B.c.)

13. The Israelites dwelt happily in Palestine until,
sontrary to God’s command, they began to marry
with the Gentiles, or pagans, and thereby fell into
the sin of idolatry. DButwhenever they repented and
left their evil-doing God blessed them, and Ile raised
up pious heroes called Judges, such as Gedeon,
Jephte, and Samson, who rescued them from their
enemies.

14. For more than four hundred years the people
of Israel were ruled by the high-priests and judges,
but they began to desire a king like the other na-

11. Did the Israelites now go on straight to Chanaan? How lon
were they journeying from Egypt to Mount Sinai ¢ What happened a
Mount Sinai ¢ Did God give them the Ten Commandments only
‘What return did they malke for all these benefits 2

12. How was their ingratitude punished 2 Did God abandon them
altogether 7 What favors did He still show them ¢ When, and how,
did they get possession of Chanaan ?

13. How long did the Israelites remain hn.‘p Y in the promised land §
What happenea to them when they offended God? How did God help
them when they repented ?

14. Who were the first rulers of the people of Isracl? How long
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tions. God then appointed Saul for their kin
1095 B.c.), and Saul was anointed by the Prophe
amuel. But Saul disobeyed God, and he was suc-
ceeded by David (1055 B.c.), who, when only a youth,
had slain the giant Goliath. David extended his
kingdom and served God. He composed those beau-
tiful sacred songs called the Psalms, in which, by
divine inspiration, he prophesied of the Redeemer,
who was to be born of his family.  Christ is there-
fore also called the Son of David:

15. David’s son and successor, Sulomon, was a wise
and great king, and built a magnificent temple to the
Lord in Jerusalem (about 1000 B.c.) In the Sanctu-
ary, or Holy of Holies, of the temple were kept the ark
of the covenant, containing the two tablets of the
law which God had given to Moses. The people of
Israel had no other temple than that of Jerusalem,
nor was it permitted to offer sacrifice in any other.
But Solomon fell away from the service of God. He
married pagan wives and gave himself up to idolatry.

16. After Solomoen’s death the tribes of Juda and
Benjamin formed the kingdom of Juda, of which
Jerusalem was the chief city, while the other ten
tribes made Samaria the capiral of their kingdom,
which henceforth was called the kingdom of Israel.
The people of this last built a temple for themselves
at Samaria and fell into idolatry. But God aban-
doned them to the pagan king Salmanasar, who de-
stroyed their kingdom and led them away into cap-
tivity (718 B.c.) The kingdom of Juda also was
punished for its transgressions. Nabuchodonosor

were they governed by them? Who was the first King of Israel?
Why was he rejected by God ! By whom was he succeeded ? What
can you tell me of David 2 Was he uiso pious? Why are his Psalms
Jo very remarkable 2 Why is Christ also ealled the Son of David ¢

15. Who was Solomon ¢ What famous building did he ereet ? What
was ke]?{: in the Sanetuary 2 What did the Arkof the Covenant con-
tain ¢ Had the people of Israel any other temples, or altars? Did
Bf?lam((l)]: remain wise and good ¢ What made him leave the service
of God ¢

16. What hanvened after Solomon’s death ? Which tribes formed
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(Nebuchadnezzar) IL. took Jerusalem and destroyed
the temple and the city (588 B.c.), carrying off the
king, Sedecias, and the people into the Babyloniar
captivity. But the kingdom of Juda was not de-
stroyed for ever, like the kingdom of Israel, that
had forsaken the true religion.

17. Juda had been often warned by prophets who
spoke the words of God, and who promised pardon
to all who should repent. These prophets foretold
also, many centuries before the time, the birth, life,
teachings, sufferings, death, resurrection, and ascen-
sion of Christ, the descent of the Holy Ghost, the de-
struction of Jerusalem, and the conversion of the
Gentiles. The most remarkable of the prophets
were Elias, BEliseus, Isaias, Jeremias, Ezechiel, and
Daniel.

18. The captivity had lasted seventy years when
Cyrus, King of Persia, took Babylon, and by divine
inspiration permitted the Jews to return to their
country and rcbuild the temple at Jerusalem (536
B.c.) When the old men complained that the new
temple. was not so beautiful as the former one had
been, the Prophet Aggeus foretold that the glory of
the latter house should be the greater, for the ‘“ De-
sired of all nations,” the Messias. should enter it
(Agg. ii. 8-10).

19. Ksdras and Nehemias now re-established the
divine service and collected the Sacred Scriptures.

the kingdom of Juda 2 Which was its capital ? How many tribes con-
stitutedg the kingdom of Israel ¢ Which was the capital of the king-
dom of Israel 3 Did it remain faithful to God ¢ How did Ged punis
it? Did the kingdom of Juda also sin against the Lord ? Was it alsc
chastised, and how 2 Was not its punishment less severe than that of
the kingdom of Israel, and why ?

17. Did the judgments of God come upon them quite unexpectedly ?
How did God forewarn the people # Dig the prophets announce God’s
judgments only ¢ What have they foretold of the Messias§ Which
are the most remarkable among the prophets 2

18. How long did the Babylonian Captivity last 2 How was it brought
to an end 2 What did the Jews most urgently set about after their re
turn ¢ Was the new temple as magnifieent as the one that had been
demolished ¥ In what was it superior to the first one ?

19. What is to be ehserved about Esdras and Nehemias ¢ How did
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The people repented sincerely and did no$ return to
idolatry. When afterward Antiochus, King of Syria,
commanded the Jews to adore idols, they courageous-
Iy resisted ; many of them, animated by the example
of the aged Eleazar and of the Machabees, preferred
to suffer death even rather than disobey the law of
God (170-143 B.C.)

20. The Jews longed for the coming of the Re-
deemer who had been foretold, and among the Gen-
tiles also there was a vague expectation of His com-
ing. The Jews still worshipped the one true God,
but sects, such as the Pharisees and Sadducees, had
sprung up among them, and many honored God by
forms and ceremonies only, but were corrupt at heart
and evil in their daily life. The rest of the nations,
even the enlightened Greeks and Romans, were given
up to idolatry and were sunk in the most horrible vices.
But as God had promised our first parents, and had
foretold through the prophets, He now sent them &
Redeemer and Saviour.

HISTORY OF CHRIST.

21. The world was at peace ; Augustus Cesar was
Ewmperor of Rome, and Herod, the Idumean, King of
Judea, when the prophecies were fulfilled. Jesus
Churist, the Son of God and Redeemer of the world,
was born in a stable at Betblehem in Judea, of Mary,
a virgin, descended from the family of David. Hie
birth was made known by angels to the shepherds
about Bethlehem, and a star guided the Wise Men of

the people then behave # Did they remain faithful to their Lord and
God ? %ow did they show their fidelity? Who especially distin-
guished themselves at that time ¢

20, What was the prevalent feeling of the Jews and the pagams
How did corruptien appear among the Jews ¢ And how amengst the
other nations ¢ Did é)od help mankind, and how ?

21. Under what emperor and what king was the Redeemer born §
Where, and of whom, was He born ¥ Who was first told of His birth,



A SHORT HISTORY oF RELIGION. 25

the ¥ast who had set out to find and adore Him,
King Herod was eager to discover the Infant and
put Him to death ; but, by the Lord’s command,
Joseph, the foster-father of Jesus, fled with Him
and His mother to Egypt, where they remained until
Herod’s death. Jesus then spent Iis early life at
Nazareth in Galilee, where He was subject to His
parents. When He was twelve years old He went
up with Iis parents to Jerusalem for the Passover,
and while there astonished the doctors of the law
in the temple by His wisdom. At the age of thirty
He was baptized in the river Jordan by John the
Baptist. As He came out of the water the Iloly
Ghost descended upon Him in the form of a dove,
and a voice from Heaven said : ““ This is my Beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased ” (Matt. iii. 17).

22. About this time Jesus went into the desert,
where He prayed and fasted for forty days; then, re-
turning, Ile began to preach the Gospel—that is to say,
the good tidings of God’s reign on earth. e proved
His divine mission by Iis holy life, by the truth and
beauty of Ilis teachings, and by the miracles He
wrought. He chose twelve poor men to be His
Apostles, or messengers, that they might be witnesses
of what He said and did, and might afterwards
preach these things to all peoples. The twelve
Apostles were: Simon, who was called Peter, and
his brother Andrew; James (the elder) and his
brother John, who were the sons of Zebedee ; Philip
and Bartholomew ; Thomasand Matthew ; James (the
Less) and hs brother Thaddeus, sometimes called
Jude, who were the sons of Alphens; Simon the

and by whom ? What did King Herod try to discover, and why %
What did St. Joseph do? Where did Jesus spend His ehildhood after
His return from Egypt? How did he live there? What did He do
when he was twelve years old ¢ What did He do when He was thirty #
What happened at His baptism ?

22, What did Jesus do after His baptism? What does the word
Hospel mean ¢ How did Jesus prove His Divine mission ¢ How many
Apostles did He choose ¢ What does the word Apostle signify # Why
wid He choose them ? What are their names ¢ ﬁow many other dis
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Chanaanite, and Judas Iscariot, who afterwards be-
trayed his Master. He chose seventy-two disciples
also,and these, with the Apostlesand the others who
adhered to Jesus, were the beginning of that society
of the faithful which we call the Church of Christ.

23. But though Jesus wrought many miracles
and relieved much pain and sorrow, He had many
enemies, especially among the Scribes and Pharisees,
who hated Him for His justice and because He ex-
posed their hypocrisy. At length, when Ie had re-
stored Lazarus to life and had come up to Jerusa-
lem to eat the pasch in conformity to the Jewish law
—for it was then the season—He was received in tri-
umph by the people assembled in the city, and
this only increased the rage and jealousy of Mis
enemies.

24. All this Jesus knew. But He sat down with
His Apostles to the paschal feast. Taking bread, He
gave thanks, blessed and broke it, and gave it to His
disciples, saying : “¢ Take ye and eat ; this is my
Body which shall be delivered for you.” After that
He took the chalice, or cup, with wine in it, again
gave thanks, blessed it, and gave it to His disciples,
saying : “ Drink ye all of this ; this is my Blood of
the New Testament, whick shall be shed for youw and
for many unto the remission of sins. As often as
you do this, do it for the commemoration of me.”
Thus did Jesus institute the adorable sacrament of
the Holy Eucharist. Then He promised His Apostles
to send them the Holy Ghost, who should teach them
all things and abide with them for ever. Afterwards

ciples did he elect and for what purpose? Who formed the beginning
of the Christian Church ? What did Jesus promise to His Church ?

23. How did the Jews behave towards Jesus? Why did the Scribes
and Pharisees especially hate him? What special miracle did Jesus
perform in the third year of His teaching? How was Jesus received
by the people? What effect did this reception of Jesus produce on
His enemies ?

24. How did Jesus meet His approaching Passion? Xow did He
celebrate the Last Supper with His Apostles? What commandment
did He give them at it? What sacrament did He 1nstitute by this ®
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rising, He went with Hiz Apostles to pray in the
garden of Gethsemani, on the Mount of Olives.

R5. As e was praying in the garden a band of
His enemies approached, guided by Judas, who had
gone out from the feast in order to betray Him.
Jesus suffered them to bind Him and lead Him be-
fore the chief council of the priests, where He was
mocked and ill-used. Thence He was led before
Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor of Judea,
who sent Him to King Herod; but though none
of these could find any evil in Him, He was
scourged with rods and crowned with thorns, The
next day, which was Friday, Pilate, to please the chief
%riests and the rabble, who preferred the murderer

arabbas to Him, delivered Him up to them to be
crucified. 4

26. Surrounded by a vile mob and loaded with a
heavy cross, Jesus was led like a criminal to Mount
Qalvary, where at noon He was crucified between two
thieves. DBut Ie prayed for His enemies: ¢“ Father,
forgive them, for they know not what they do.” When
He had hung in agony upon the cross for three hours
He cried out: It is consummated ; Father, into
thy hands I commend my spirit” ; and, bowing His
head, He gave up the ghost. One of the Roman sol-
diers who stood near by was overcome with awe, and
exclaimed: ¢‘Indeed this was the Son of God.”
Thus Jesus became ‘“the propitiation for our sins ;
and not for ours only, but also for those of the whoie
world ” (1 John ii. 2).

‘What did He promise to His Apostles after the Last Supper? Whither
did He go afterwards ¢

25. By whom was Jesus betrayed in the garden? How was He appre-
hended 2 Where did they lead Him then? How was He treated be-
fore the Chief Council ¢ To whom did the chief priests, and to whom
did Pilate, deliver Him up ? What did Pilate and Herod think of
Him ? What else had Christ to suffer ?

26, What did they make Jesus carry ¢ Where, and between whom.
was He crucified ¢ For whom did He prag' while on the cross ? How
long did He hang on the cross? How did our Lord expire? What
benefit did Jesus confer by His death on us and on the whole world ?
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27. Our Lord’s body was taken down and laid in &
new sepulchre, and a guard was placed upon it by
the Jews. But on the third day, before sunrise,
Christ arose from the sepulchre. From His resur-
rection to His ascension He often appeared to His
disciples. IIe commanded them to preach the
Gospel to all nations, and He made Peter the
chief pastor of Ilis flock—that is, the Head of His
Church—saying to him : “Feed my lambs ; feed my
sheep ” (John xxi. 15, 17). Forty days after His
resurrection He ascended to Heaven from the Mount
of Olives in the sight of His disciples.

AFTER CHRIST.

FROM THE ASCENSION OF CHRIST TO THE CONVER-
SION OF CONSTANTINE.

28. Ten days after our Lord’s ascension the Apos-
tles, who had in the meantime chosen Matthias to fill
the place of the traitor Judas, were assembled for
the feast of the Pentecost, when the Holy Ghost de-
scended upon thera in the form of fiery tongues, and
thay began at once to praise God and to preach the
Gospel.  Great numbers hastened to be baptized anc
profess their faith in Jesus as the Son of God.

29. The preaching of the Apostles and the mira-
cles they wrought only angered the chief priests,
whose hearts were hardened against the truth. They

27. What was done with His sacred body ¢ What did His enemies
thendo 2 When, and how, did Christ rise to life ¢ What did He do after
His resurrection ¢ 'What did He command His Apostles to do when
He appeared the last time among them ¢ How long did He remain on
earth after His resurrection 2 Wher, where, and how did He ascend
into Heaven ?

28, Whom did the Apostles choose in the place of Judas? When
and how, did the Holy Ghost come ¢ What change did He produce in
them? How was the lame man at the temple-gate healed 2 What ef-
fect had this miracle on the Jews?

29. What effect did the preaching of the Apostles have upon the chief
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{ll-treated the Apostles and forbade them to preach in
the name of Jesus. They even stirred up the evil-
minded and the ignorant, so that Stephen, one of the
disciples, was stoned to death. Nevertheless the
Apostles continued to preach with wonderful success,
and among the converts was Saul, afterwards called
Paul, who had at first been a zealous enemy and per-
secutor of the Christians, but who, through the grace
of God, became an Apostle of Jesus Christ.

30. The converts in and about Jerusalem served
God with great humility, piety, and charity. They
were the first Christian community, and with them
began the Christian Church. They lived under the
law of their country, but in all that concerned reli-
gion they were subject to the Apostles.

31. Although many Jews accepted the doctrine of
Ohrist, the greater part of that race remained obsti
nate. Seventy years after the birth of Christ the
Jewish people revolted against the Roman Empigs,
and a Roman army, in punishment for this, destroyed
the city of Jerusalem and the temple, and led inte
captivity or dispersed the Jews as well as the Chris-
tians who still dwelt at Jerusalem. The Apostles be-
gan to preach to the Gentile or heathen nations, anc
with such good effect that within thirty years after
the descent of the Holy Ghost there were Christian
congregations in all parts of the vast Roman LEm-
pire and in many countries not subject to Rome. All
these congregations, no matter how far apart, were
united in one faith and in one Catholic—that is, uni-

priests ! What did they do to the Apostles ? Who was the first mar
tyr? Did the Apostles, on being persecuted, cease preaching ¢ What
can you relate of St. Paul ?

30. Of whom was the first Christian community composed # Whet
was their conduet, and how did they serve God? By what authority,
and how, did the Apostles govern this first community ¢

31. Were the Jews all converted? Did those who refusea to be.
lieve in Christ remain unpunished? What punishment was inflicted
onthem® With what suceess did the Apostles preach to the Gentiles!?
How did tho Apostles organize the new Christian communities¥ Were
“hese communities separated, and independent of one anotherf Whe
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versal—Church, under one head, St. Peter. St. Peter,
who was the prince or chief of the Apostles, was at
first Bishop of Antioch, but afterwards became Bi-
shop of Rome. MHe suffered martyrdom under the
Emperor Nero (67 A.D.), and after this the visible
headship of the Church passed to his successors, the
Bishops of Rome, who are commonly called Popes.

32. The Christians, whose virtuous lives were a
constant reproach to the viciousness of the pagans,
were foully calumniated. They were accused of being
enemies of the established government, and the
priests of the pagan worship, fearful for the down-
fall of their superstitions, fomented the ill-will.
Many thousands of the Christians were thrown into
prisons or were exposed to the cruellest tortures, while
great numbers of men were put to death. But
nothing could tempt or frighten the greater num-
ber of them to deny the faith.

*33. These persecutions lasted, with occasional inter-
vals, for about three hundred years. Yet during all
this time the faith spread, and the very fortitude with
which the Christians suffered made many converts
among the pagans, so that the blood of the martyrs
became the seed of the Church.

34. But at length the Roman Emperor Constan-
tine, while still a pagan, was at war and prayed to
God for assistance. At pight, it is said, a bright
cross appeared to him in the heavens (312 A.D.), and
about this cross was the inscription : ¢ In this sign
thou shalt conquer.” 'The nexi day Constantine had

was their common Head? What do we call all these communities to-
ether? What is the meaning of Catholic? Where was St. Peter
ishop, and where did he die? Upon whom did his supremacy over
the whole Church devolve ?

32 What impression did the spread of Christianity make on the
pagans? -How did they attempt to exterminate it ? ere there many
tortured and killed %

33. How long did these persecuti